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Mi-TAMORPHOSEN IRANISCHER DENKMALER 



,S ehst du die* Fftu toft, tie i,t cine gewiase Char- 
OHd Cerdij und du andcre in Mant, cin Mann, dcr 
|iC untcrh.eU und den sit in ihrer Badcwannc ermor- 
dctc Man mufi dnch WR cn, dnfl allc die* umcrhalte- 
ncn \Wibcr Cnwllen *ind'\ - Hippolvie Tame liC, 
cmcn framostschen SoJdaten die* zu scincm Kamcra- 
den sagen, wihrend *ic auf dem idrowchcn Kapitol 
vor emer Judith mit dem ! laupt des Hdofcrnes stcW 
und bemcrkt dazu: M ti handeh sich urn Gcschichic 
so Wlc s,r wird » «nn Hie in den Gehirncn des Volkes 
ausgcarbcitct, vcrunsulict und vcrgrubert wird". 

MiBintcrprctationcn auf Grund politischer Vor- 
cingenommenhcit - oder praziscr: eines neuen, 
politischcn Mythos und des Vcrlustcs cincs altc- 
rcn - warcn in Mcngc betzubringen. Ein bc- 
kanntcs Bcispiel dcr klassischcn Welt ist tier Be- 
richt ubcr das sugenannte Grabmal des Sardana- 
pallos in Anchialc bci Tarsus und in Ninus: 
Lcmcres tragc in assyrischen Zeichcn die Auf* 
fordcrung: ,,iB, trink und vcrgniige Dich ; denn 
allcs Andcre isc nicht das wcn il - womit er 
das Schnalzcn mit den Fingcrn gemeint habe, 
das auf dcr Stele dargcstellt gewesen sci (Aristc- 
bulos ap. Athcnaios XII 530c, mit mchrcren 
Variantcti). Wic schon Ed. Meyer geschen hat, 
wird hier cine typisch neuassyrische SiegessteJc 



beschncben* auf dcr dcr Konig die Gottersym- 
bolc mil ausgcstrcckiem Finger vcrchrt* - Die 
Variantc des Choiriios (ap. Athcnaios XII 
„kh wurde Konig, und wahrend .eh das 
Licht dcr Sonne schautc, trank t aB und liebtc 
tch*\ spick sicher auf die FlugcJsonnc des Sha- 
mash an, die mcist vor dem betenden Hcrrschcr 
crschcint, dem scincrseits ^copfcrt wird fz B 
Abb. 1), 

Solchc „Lcsungcn" von bcrciu unlcsbar gewor- 
denen Inschriftcn sind Ixi den Gricehcn nicht 
selten und mancbmal vicl nahcr an dcr Wahr 



1 Rri*e in Italicn, Uben, v. JL Hardt fDicdcnchi 1 



141. 

2 Forschungcn iur alien Gcschjchrc I (iljx) jojff.: die 
Vorbifdcr musscn eme Stele in Ninive { # ,«hnabeiid M } und 
cin Bild mil gcfalceten Hinden tn Anchnle (.,klmchend M J 
gewesen scin. F. Wciilbach, RE II 1 f j 9 ioj 1446 ft. 
4 B. Lancbbcrgcr* M«!cilungen der AlicirwtitjJwchcn Gc 
scllscliaft IV = FS. B, Mci«ncr £1919) 1^4 fT; M L Grubcr. 
JANES 6, 1974, 73 ft ; U. hUgcn, As*yriKbe Konigsdar' 
«el!ungen - Aspekte dcr HeTTichaft = HaF IX (1986) 4^ ft.: 
dcr Gc5ius des t #ban* /itr4jat*\ - Auch das auf dem Denkmaj 
in Anchiifc bcschricbcnc M Handcfcia«chcn*' hat H Mc>tr 
richtjg gcdeufet, wenn auch mit einem *u alten Bcwpid 
illustriert; vgl jctzt Magen ebd. 40^ : ..Ktinig mit ver- 
schranktcn I linden" (vor Gottern). 




Abb 



SaJmanassaf ML mtt /wci Vncstcm \ihicrt vur cincr Kdnigsitck und iwei Gottcnundarten in dcr Nine de* 
Vansec* {Mflgcn 3 ji Taf. v « n cmcm Brorweliand aus Ibbwat. Urn Muv Zetchnun^ H Scili 



1st. 



,itht iu betrachrcn 

b. TCL IU nod. tete Sp 

7 «*: Das von Mayer crfian/ ^ 

i j' fur Soldatcngruppc mem & 

tttilltJflt tUI »» 

r«nihir zu Mayers Ke- 
KUR«*-» - n P" ,n ' e ,*? t 

^uder Keikehrifttext inTaiU. 

Z -I*: M. van Loon, BiOrtf. '9«7. «J9-~« 

Pecordla/Salvim 77 3 59 * u UL 

\ AB.[BA| Ein Zcicten fur M AB ist 

jn KAH II Nr. M Mil nicht richer zu Icsen; 

i^naa-so gut konntc es stch urn das Zeichcn 

ffir „AD W banddn (AHw HI (Wiesbaden t 9 8i) 

s. v't42 i). Darobcr himus bcidrct diese 'Ergan- 

zurig inbddicHe Schuicrigkeitcrt: Wic soli man 

den Saiz verstchen : dem Mc[cr] des Bandes 

_ nlbertc ich rnich" dcr im Kontcxt uber- 
haupt kcinen Sin a gibt? 

Z.241: Nach dan Kontext wire es moglich, 
dss Poiscssivpronornen an mkn~ditb-si-[lu-nu ... 
hinzuzufugtn. 

Z. 143 ■ {k-tft'gtMi] nach arr-Zr mm ware nach 
dent Ktmtcxt mnglich: „dic Flussc brachtcn das 
Hochwasset im [CbcrfluBJ," 
L 246: Die Rckormruktion des Possessivpro- 
nomcm in m0«\B*to] blcibt unsichcr, da es 
V'tm Kontati her Schwimgkeiten bcreitet. 
Z. 1*7! Ich haltc es bum fur moglich, dafl *- 
[It^tit totfii «) in dcr kicmcn Lucke gemnden 
hat 

Memcs Erachttns ware nach a-ka~ma 

ffr ' n i ' n ' )ch m crginzen, da dicsc 

zwei v&onc sonst .sol.cn blcibcn: P. Rost^Sdu 
5M$8 ttndH.WincHcri^ I9 



p, \ CKAMA2A 

~ * tn' DieErgiinzuiig^Mf^l Mayer* 

und nichr /*r-W-*. « handdt Slch l a 

r o hI um einen S St. vpn raiM*. 

mm«*-«*+» "-I*-"* "f" wa """ 

,\Hw III .W K--I>adcn 1981)5. v. t j4 6. 

Am Ende der Zcilc konntc noch S,[fcmi 

crcanzt wcrdcn: vgl. Z. IjW. 

Z . 289: a ^re-idu-}ftt anstatt a-ti-rt-tu. vgl, 

AHw I (Wiesbaden I9 6 7 8 s * v * 

Z. 29 1 : ip~j>ar-Iu-(du) start ip-par-ht* da wohl 

hier naparJwht gemcint isr. 

z"j>4: In VAT 8698c (Wcidncr 3 t£ i) ist ... 
a-fa\-ka-ma gtr-ri-fo t-mur~\ma xu crganxen: 
..Idas Hcrankomjmcn metnes Expcditionskorps 

sah cr [und 

Z.j4 z; KAH II Nr. 141 IV: /-/[/j-H^ anstllt 

#^t^jy-H-^ da dct crstc vcrtika,c Kcil sowic 
audi dcr Kopf des horizontalcn Kcils noch 
dcutlich in KAH IT Nr. 141 IV zu crkennen 
sind. Fiir die Form i-i[lhlnt]-M vgl. AHw II 
(Wiesbaden 198 1) 699 s. v. 
Z. }43 : Nach dem Kontcxt laiJt sich noch a?fr 
bu-u[t..„tib-bi-Id„. erganzen: „die Bcwohncr in 
ihrer Mate . . 

Z.587: ^daA«SA.»SIR {= 4% suhuppa~ 
turn": n Stiefcl") {so TCL IB) anstatt *wpA3- 

Z. 400: iipkii start Japkur, die Vcrwendung ein- 
maJ als St. das andcrc Mai als Sub isr stilistisch 
bedingt. 



Cab W, Vera Chama^a 
GarttnmgSF 
CH-6zqj Nottwii 



MICHAEL HKLT5EKH. 



MORDEKHM AND DEMARATOS AND THE OIlFs-nnv 

OF HISTORICITY* QUESTION 



As wc know from the Book of Esther (II, 21- 
t} ) Mordckhai, who was sitting ai the "gate 
of the king" {Ja^ar hammtUk) v saved the life 
of king Akhashwcrosh (Xerxes) discovering the 
plot to assassinate him through Bigtan and Ter- 
csh, his eunuchs 2 . It is also noted there, that 
the deed was inscribed into the °Book nf the 
Chronicles" of the Persian king 3 . As we know 
From rhc deeds of other persons in the Achac- 
mcnid Empire, who saved the king in certain 
circumstances, they used to elevate the savior, 
in this case Mordcchai, to the state of an ora- 
satiges,* i.e. a "benefactor" [tucrgtes) of rhc 
king. 5 

This, according to the custom of the Persian 
Empire, freed Mordekhai from the obligation 
to prostrate himself before anybody except the 
king, Haman, who did not know anything 
about the deed of Mordekhai, was in rage, 
seeing that Mordekhai did not prostrate himself 
before him (III, 2-5, V, 13). Later, one night, 
when M the sleep left the king" (VI t j-j), Akh- 
ashwcrosh asked to bring the "Book of the 
Chronicles" and to read from there. He also 
learned from his servants that Mordekhai did 
not receive any prize for the discovering and 
denouncing the plot of Bigtan and Teresh 
against him. And therefore the king ordered 
that Mordekhai was to be honoured- It seems 
to be a custom, but the literary mode of the 
novel demands that Haman was questioned 
what to do with a "benefactor" thinking that 
he himself will be the subject of the honoring 
(V** 8), He said: "Have them bring a royal 
m °c> which the king was worn, and a horse, 
* c king has ridden, and with a royal crown 
° n his head. ( 9 ) Then have them hand the robe 
and thc horse over to one of the king's most 
n °ole prince and have him robe the man whom 



the king especially wants to honour, and have 
the pnncc lead him on horseback through thc 
city square" ( c f also VI, M ^ 

So wc have thc details of the ceremonial proces- 
sion for the royal "benefactor" Mordekhai: 
1 ■ A royal garment formerly worn by thc king 7 . 
2. The royal crown hud to be placed on thc 
head of Mordekhai 1 *. 



* Ahbrc viae ions: 

AB -The Anchor Bihk 

A1UON - Annali, btituto Oncntjlc, Nipoli 

AUSS - Andrews University Seminary Studio 

BA - Biblical Archaeologist 

BS - BiblLi Sacra 

RE — Pittljr-WtssDWi, Realcncvltlopidie fur die 

Stir - Studia Ironies 
VT - Vcrus TcsMmentum 
Z\W ~ Zcitschrift fur die Alltestamemliche \JTi**cir 
schaft 

t The "kings gate" as ihe center of the palace-adminnm- 

tion in thc Achacmeman f.mpuc and cohere H. Wchr, 

' 4 Das Tor des Konrgs" im Buche Esther und rerw»ndte 

Ausdruckc, Dcr Islam w. 1964.147-16* 

2 About thc role and pdsto of Mordekhai -ccordin^to 

t he narxattyc of the Book of Esther, cf. M. 

Book of Esther, Where doc Hcunn tart «d Hmor, 

Ends. Dibit tewr* Febmar>- 1991. M-J» * nU 4h 

i b'sctcr dibre hayyatnlw. 

mentioned in .h, G£ ^ ^ 4 , > iS „ 

w-niti* hainu 7,. ' u „ m ,t,k m W 

A .C I-ichrcnlKxgcr. E«h«f^.« - ,^ [tl! „^ 

ion llu , u w« 4 «p«"' tr " u " " thc ki«ic «■ r ut 

& *SgSBSSBSSS?** 1 - 

crt»^n on nn ncaw 



had to drtsS^ cKn |^;t : * 

the hw*c- L 

u< here is ; " ow ' 
The intending ^"""""r^f Esther transmit 

doesihisp«f S* (Vctaemc nid Empire: P«J 
k A custom ot honour^ 



This tiara 
Persian 



exist r 



til us 

such 

of the C- 

»hp modem biblical scholars 
For this purpose, the modern f 

^Uo Tcnbtfos. Tliis dignitary asked king 
sim noble icriww * ^ kj 

Atwcm H to give him his coat . 4 * 
SI but forbade fain. » wear ,, Tenb^o. 
JjJ not obey and wore the coat as well as golden 
necklaces and womfSgs ornaments* At last me 

'king ^J 1 ^ 
as a woman, and the robe as a madman," De- 
spite the detail, that Joscphus (cf. above) relates 
about the necklace of Mordckhai, we do nor 
find here any material for comparison of the 
given details for the explanation of the passage 
rf the Book of Esiher given above- But, in 
our opinion, we have to turn to ch, XXIX of 
the biography of Thcmistocles, written by Plu- 
tarchus 12 . It is very interesting that Plutarch, 
relating his deeds in his biography of Thcmisto- 
tics, underlines his influence on king Artaxcrxcs 
I (464-414 tVGE,) at the beginning of his rcigru 
At the same time he uses the historical sources 
concerning the time bPftj c reigifi $f Xerxes 
(4*5-^65, BiGB^l And m this context, not 
without interest to us is the data given in the 
biography of Thcmistokles about Dcmaratos, 
the Spartan, who defected to the Persians. He 
ako became a "benefactor" of the Persian 
kwg». Unbelievably, all commentators ignore 
tta text We read in Them, XXIX, 6-7 "And 

of the IW 1 P tcr lhc manner 

inc Persian kinizi *u TV** 

a negative one fo l CVC " 1 iS 8 ivai * 

goes on M Niitromuu J*!*^ of Wuuichus 

P» *m the King's CQUsin ^ 



ui«* the tiara !>™™ tus: " 11 
touching tne rover" 1 * Thc 

nfthtnc hath no bmns to cover ne 

S repulsed Dcmaratos being in anger for hi, 

est Oolv Wcr fl conciliation between Ar 

ff<1UC5 „r4 Dcmaratus was achieved thanks 
taxcrxes ana ucm * 

to the efforts of Thc^mocks. 

So we see here that a) the dura was on the 
hca d of a man - the "benefactor " and not on 
the head of the horse, b) that Dernnratos wanted 
to ride with all ceremonies through Sardis. Nm 
absolutely clear is the question, was the king 
present there or not At least his nephew was. 

Frost points out that the source for this passage 
of Plutarchus was "On Kingship" of Thcoph- 
rastus* 7 , U> an author, whose writings were 
composed some decades before joo B.CE. ,B . In 
this case we can affirmatively state that there 
really was a custom at the Persian court to hon- 



pikcc of fletstpolis show that a certain object, possibly 
similar to a crown was on the head of some ot* the horses 
(cf. Moore, Ester^ PL 1). Abraham Ibn Ezra, the Jewish 
scholar and commentator of the XII cent. C.E. gives ihc 
following interpretation : hfj! jw // mlk tyfytrm* kfr mth t 
brFw> JFSryrkk c fyv bmlklPj* m^bdf bmik rJ 3 r irkrb 
c ijv m^b &r jd*< a "For there is the horse of the king 
on whose head was put the crown of the kingship, at the 
time when the king rides on him. And nobody of the kin^s 
servants has the right to ride on it. And this is a (well) 
known thing". Here, the exceptional case is stressed of 
what was forbidden for anybody. But by alt means we can- 
not accepi this very skillful interpretation. 
■» happarfmlm- Old-Persian fratama " nobles" cf* also E*th. 
I, 3. 

10 Moore* 64-6); cf. also S,B. Berg, The Book of Esther 
(Missoula 1979) 84. 87. We take the text of Plutarchus 
according to Plutarch's "Lives' 1 , Xl = I-ocb Classical I 1 
brary {1961} t $4-1*7. 

11 Kbv&v - a kind of Persian and Median garment* wiw 
sleeves, 

12 Pluiarchs, Uves, 11™ 76-81, 

" FJ, Frost, Plutarcb*s 'niemistoclc*: A Historical Conv 
men airy (Prmcen>n 1980). 

J * Pausanias SU 7, &; Wieschofer* 17: J* Hofstctter, 0'^ 
Griechen in Persien: Prosopographic der Grtechen im rcr 
lisehen Reich vor Ateaandcr (Berlin 197ft) 4i-4^ 

ly Piuurch Them, XXIX. 
r Frost 1 * 119. 

11 O. HegcntKigcn. RE VII (1940) 1314"M 6 *« ^P' 151 
tin. s.v. 1*hcophrastos. 



MOROKKNAI AND pRMAHATOS AND THR f Jri , vnu% (JJ ( 

benefactors" in the manner as it was lcxt 2^ Accord 



nor the 

with Mf>ruckh»i t nr in a similar way 



tit 



clone 

Interesting an tl 
wS « case ii meni 



:angc b the fner thai Dcmitra- 
>nci! nr)whcrc in the literature 
tleaJint! with the Bbdk of Bsther. 
But ail that is said here is qrily an additional 



proof 



that the Book of Esther contains real/a 



from the life of the Achacmcnid period, and 
that the book has to be dated before the 1 Icllcn- 
Istie times. Otherwise, it cannot be a proof of 
the historicity of Mordckhai and the events de- 
scribed in the Book of Bsther, despite the hict 
that this question was raised last time a^am and 
again in the scholarly litenuure 1 ' 1 under various 
aspects. The first one to have dealt with the 
problem was A. Ungnad who in his work of 
the year 1940-42 found the Babylonian countcr- 
part of Mordchiy - Marduka, a typical Babylon- 
ian bjpocoristkon belonging to 6^7 persons of 
the Neo-Babylonian and Persian times in al- 
ready published cuneiform tablets 20 . He even 
claims that there was a sipiru 2X „ a scribe of non- 
cuneiform texts, named Marduka, who at least 
visited Susa ar the end of the rule of Darius I 
or the beginning of the rule of Xerxes, A.D. 
Clines has shown there is no courtier or official 
of the court of Xerxes who could be the real 
Mordckhai, or his prototype 22 . 

Persons with the name Marduka are found also 
st lot of times in the neo-Hlamite Perscpolis for- 
tificarjon tablets of the time of Darius I 23 . Fur- 
thermore, wc would say that according only 
to the indices of the editions of the nco- Baby- 
lonian tablets from the Chaldean and Persian 
tonics, published after 1942, i.e., the article of 
Ungnad, wc meet more than 50 different per- 
sons bearing the name Marduka, i.e. Mordek- 
hat, which have, naturally, not the slightest con- 
nection with Mordckhai, son of Ya^Tr from the 
°ok of Esther, If wc take the name Marduka 



cif th 



e time of Xerxes (Akhashwcrosh - 48^465 



B C* V* 

* then, according to the corpus of the 
byloni 



pi 

tlnl °nian tablets, where all publications from 



c time of Xerxes which appeared till 1986 
q taken into consideration by its editor, S. 
^tani^ we find Marduk(a) only once in one 



^ughtcr of UUu - ■ Bilkbf * 



fl of 



itc 



» rectcves one ihcl 

T v " (= silvcr of good cm lv) { „ m a nn . 

L.blu! son of Tadin, who w J J T- * " 

»*♦ wno was mar hfti fin i hu 

case mayordomo) of Mzt<luk{* 
'nb [x]» So, this is the only k 
fro 



I 



.m Bahvl ' ^ l5thCOnlykmiWnMard ^- 
im Babylonia from the time of Xerxes and 

naturally, he has nothing j„ common with Mo. 
dekhat. And we can add hcr C| that the only 
real historical figure in the Book of Esther was 
the king Xcrxcs/Akhashwerosh, The natia of 
the book are absolutely fitting the Achacmcnid 
milieu, administration, laws and customs. The 
comparison of Dcmaratus* case with the honor- 
ing of Mordekhai shows us again rlni the Book 
of Esther belongs to the Achacmcnid period, 
possibly to its latter part and thai the novel 
is based on the material and administrative rca- 
lia of the Achaemenian times. 



li W.hL Shei, Esiher uid Hiitory, AUSS 14 1776. 127^ 
14G. E. Yamiuchi, The Aichaco logical Background of 
Esther, BS i 57* «9«° t 99-117; E- Yamauchi, Pcnu ind 
the Bible, (Grand Rapid* 1990) *m-jjG with the ptcruxu 
liicntture given; and DJ.A. aincs. In Quest for ihe Hmor 
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